
 

  
December 26, 2021 
 

 

 
Pre-service reflection: 

According to my judgment the most important point to be attended to is this: 

above all things see to it that your souls are happy in the Lord. Other things 

may press upon you, the Lord's work may even have urgent claims upon your 

attention, but I deliberately repeat, it is of supreme and paramount im-

portance that you should seek above all things to have your souls truly happy 

in God Himself! Day by day seek to make this the most important business of 

your life. This has been my firm and settled condition for the last five and 

thirty years. For the first four years after my conversion I knew not its vast im-

portance, but now after much experience I specially commend this point to 

the notice of my younger brethren and sisters in Christ: the secret of all true 

effectual service is joy in God, having experimental acquaintance and fellow-

ship with God Himself. 

~ George Müller 
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Call to Worship 
John 1 

 

Leader   
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All 
things were made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it. 

 

Congregation 

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 

into the world. He was in the world, and the world was 

made through him, yet the world did not know him. He 

came to his own, and his own people did not receive 

him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 

name, he gave the right to become children of 

God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the 

flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 

have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the  

Father, full of grace and truth. 
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Hark The Herald Angels Sing 
Charles Wesley, Chris Douglas, and Kurtis Parks 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored; Christ the everlasting Lord; 

Late in time, behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail th’incarnate Deity, 

Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die. 

Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
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Hope for Everyone 
Matt Maher and Jason Ingram 

Hear the angels sing, there's hope for everyone 
To announce our King, there's hope for everyone 
What good news they bring, there's hope for everyone 
Angels sing there's hope for everyone 
 
They came from afar, there's hope for everyone 
Wise men saw the star, there's hope for everyone 
Shepherds heard the choir, there's hope for everyone 
From afar, there's hope for everyone 
 

CHORUS 

We are waiting on the promise 

For the One who lights the darkness 

Bending low to be among us 

Bring Your glory in the highest, Jesus 
 
Come let us adore, there's hope for everyone 
On the manger floor there's hope for everyone 
What are you waitin' for, there's hope for everyone 
Come adore, there's hope for everyone 

CHORUS 
 
Come then, on the clouds, there's hope for everyone 
Hear the trumpets sound, there's hope for everyone 
All of heaven shouts, there's hope for everyone 
On the clouds, there’s hope for everyone 

CHORUS X2 
 
All of heaven shouts, there's hope for everyone 
Heaven shouts, there's hope for everyone 
Heaven shouts, there's hope for everyone 
Heaven shouts, there's hope for everyone 
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Confession of Sin 
 

Leader 
Let us confess our sins together. 

Congregation 

Our generous God, you give us the greatest gift of all,  

yourself, but often we find it hard to take notice; we are 

caught up with our own gifts, given and received.  

Forgive us, our generous God, for the casual way we treat 

your gift of love. Cast out our sin and give us eyes to see you 

more clearly, a heart to love you more lavishly, hands to 

serve your more freely, and lips to praise you more joyfully. 

 

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US ON YOUR KNEES, OR BOWING  

IN YOUR SEAT, FOR PRIVATE CONFESSION OF SIN. 
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Declaration of Pardon 
John 1 

Leader 
To all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God. 
 
In Christ, you are forgiven, free, and restored! 

Congregation 

In Christ we are forgiven, free, and restored! 
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Come Behold The Wondrous Mystery 
Words and Music by Matt Boswell, Matt Papa, and Michael Bleecker 

Come behold the wondrous mystery in the dawning of the King 

He the theme of heaven's praises robed in frail humanity 

In our longing, in our darkness, now the light of life has come  

Look to Christ, who condescended, took on flesh to ransom us.  

 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, He the perfect Son of Man 

In His living, in His suffering, never trace nor stain of sin  

See the true and better Adam, come to save the hell-bound man  

Christ the great and sure fulfillment of the law, in Him we stand.  

 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, Christ the Lord upon the tree  

In the stead of ruined sinners hangs the Lamb in victory  

See the price of our redemption, see the Father’s plan unfold  

Bringing many sons to glory, grace unmeasured, love untold  

 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, slain by death the God of life 

But no grave could e’er restrain Him, praise the Lord, He is alive  

What a foretaste of deliverance, how unwavering our hope 

Christ in power resurrected, as will we be when He comes.  

 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, slain by death the God of life 

But no grave could e’er restrain Him, praise the Lord, He is alive  
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We Shall Sing 
Nathan Partain 

CHORUS 

We shall sing with hearts on fire. We shall rise and not be ashamed.  

We shall look and all be radiant. We shall see him face to face. 

 
Though we wait, the garden groaning,  

Cut down by greed, used up, bereft.  

What death has taken, or curse has ruined,  

Jesus has turned, upon its head.  

CHORUS 

 
The whole world of despair is not worth being compared… 

To what we shall see. 

 
Though we outwardly seem to be wasting away, 

Instead inwardly we, are more new day by day. 

Though we don’t see Him now, yet our hearts still believe.  

And our hope cannot die, ‘til our joy is complete.  

 
And so we wait, the children hunger,  

The weak enslaved, the voiceless poor.  

Though weeping lasts, throughout this long night,  

Jesus shall come, like joyous morn.  

CHORUS 

 
The whole world of despair is not worth being compared...  

As we tremble with love when we meet in the end. 

The whole world of despair is not worth being compared  

To what we shall see. 
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Confession of Faith 
EACH WEEK WE CONFESS TRUTH SHARED BY CHRISTIANS AROUND THE 

WORLD AND THROUGHOUT HISTORY. WE ARE CURRENTLY WORKING FROM 

THE LAUSANNE COVENANT, AN INTERNATIONAL 20TH CENTURY WORK. 

(5. CHRISTIAN SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY, PART 2) 

Leader 
We affirm that God is both the Creator and the Judge of all people. 
We therefore should share his concern for justice and reconcilia-
tion throughout human society and for the liberation of men and 
women from every kind of oppression.  

Congregation 

Because men and women are made in the image of God, 
every person, regardless of race, religion, color, culture, 
class, sex or age, has an intrinsic dignity because of which 
he or she should be respected and served, not exploited. 
Here too we express penitence both for our neglect and for 
having sometimes regarded evangelism and social concern 
as mutually exclusive.  

Leader 
Although reconciliation with other people is not reconciliation 
with God, nor is social action evangelism, nor is political libera-
tion salvation, nevertheless we affirm that evangelism and socio-
political involvement are both part of our Christian duty. For both 
are necessary expressions of our doctrines of God and man, our 
love for our neighbor and our obedience to Jesus Christ.  
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Congregation 

The message of salvation implies also a message of judg-
ment upon every form of alienation, oppression and dis-
crimination, and we should not be afraid to denounce evil 
and injustice wherever they exist. When people receive 
Christ they are born again into his kingdom and must seek 
not only to exhibit but also to spread its righteousness in 
the midst of an unrighteous world. The salvation we claim 
should be transforming us in the totality of our personal 
and social responsibilities. Faith without works is dead. 
 

 
 
 



The Flood of God’s Judgment 
December 26, 2021  | Genesis 6–9  | Pastor Taylor Bradbury  

 

Genesis 6 
1 When man began to multiply on the face of the land and daughters were born to 
them, 2 the sons of God saw that the daughters of man were attractive. And they 
took as their wives any they chose. 3 Then the Lord said, “My Spirit shall not abide 
in man forever, for he is flesh: his days shall be 120 years.” 4 The Nephilim were on 
the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the 
daughters of man and they bore children to them. These were the mighty men 
who were of old, the men of renown.5 The Lord saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually. 6 And the Lord regretted that he had made man on the 
earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 7 So the Lord said, “I will blot out man 
whom I have created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping 
things and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them.” 8 But 
Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. 

9 These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his 
generation. Noah walked with God. 10 And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth. 

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled with 
violence. 12 And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had 
corrupted their way on the earth. 13 And God said to Noah, “I have determined to 
make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence through them. 
Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 14 Make yourself an ark of gopher 
wood. Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch. 15 This is 
how you are to make it: the length of the ark 300 cubits, its breadth 50 cubits, and 
its height 30 cubits. 16 Make a roof for the ark, and finish it to a cubit above, and 
set the door of the ark in its side. Make it with lower, second, and third 
decks. 17 For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all 
flesh in which is the breath of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth 
shall die. 18 But I will establish my covenant with you, and you shall come into the 
ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons' wives with you. 19 And of every living 
thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every sort into the ark to keep them alive 
with you. They shall be male and female. 20 Of the birds according to their kinds, 
and of the animals according to their kinds, of every creeping thing of the 
ground, according to its kind, two of every sort shall come in to you to keep them 
alive. 21 Also take with you every sort of food that is eaten, and store it up. It shall 
serve as food for you and for them.” 22 Noah did this; he did all that God 
commanded him. 

Genesis 7:11–24 
11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the 
seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep 
burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. 12 And rain fell upon 
the earth forty days and forty nights. 13 On the very same day Noah and his sons, 
Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons with 
them entered the ark, 14 they and every beast, according to its kind, and all the 
livestock according to their kinds, and every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth, according to its kind, and every bird, according to its kind, every winged 
creature. 15 They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which 
there was the breath of life. 16 And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, 
went in as God had commanded him. And the Lord shut him in. 

17 The flood continued forty days on the earth. The waters increased and bore up 
the ark, and it rose high above the earth. 18 The waters prevailed and increased 
greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the face of the waters. 19 And the 
waters prevailed so mightily on the earth that all the high mountains under the 
whole heaven were covered. 20 The waters prevailed above the mountains, 
covering them fifteen cubits deep. 21 And all flesh died that moved on the earth, 
birds, livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures that swarm on the earth, and all 
mankind. 22 Everything on the dry land in whose nostrils was the breath of life 
died. 23 He blotted out every living thing that was on the face of the ground, man 
and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens. They were blotted out 
from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those who were with him in the 
ark. 24 And the waters prevailed on the earth 150 days. 

Genesis 9:1–3, 8–13 
1And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the earth. 2 The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast 
of the earth and upon every bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on 
the ground and all the fish of the sea. Into your hand they are delivered. 3 Every 
moving thing that lives shall be food for you. And as I gave you the green plants, I 
give you everything….8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with 
him, 9 “Behold, I establish my covenant with you and your offspring after 
you, 10 and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and 
every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every 
beast of the earth. 11 I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all 
flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood 
to destroy the earth.” 12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I 
make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all 
future generations: 13 I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the 
covenant between me and the earth. 
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Prayer 
 

Sermon & Communion 
 
During Communion today we ask you to go to a nearby table and receive the 
bread and (red) wine or (white) grape juice. You do not have to hurry through 
the line. Bring the bread and wine back to your seat and we will all partake to-
gether. We are intentionally using slightly larger samples of bread and wine 
than are normal in most Protestant churches. This is an attempt to slow down 
the process a bit and savor the taste while reflecting on the meaning.   
 
Should you take Communion?  
This is a “means of grace”— a method of encouragement and spiritual nourish-
ment from God for those who entrust themselves to Jesus Christ and have re-
ceived the sign of baptism. This is not for perfect people, it’s for broken people 
who are honest about their sin and trust in the mercy of Jesus. However, if you 
are harboring secret or unrepented sin or are in unaddressed conflict with an-
other Christian, we ask that you first repent or go and be reconciled before 
coming to the table.   
  
New City is happy to be a community where people are in process with what 
they believe and honestly struggle with sin and reconciliation. For this reason, 
it is not uncommon for folk to refrain from taking communion.   
 
If not participating in Communion today, we encourage you to pray through 
one of the prayers on the next page.  
  
Children  
Children who profess faith in Christ and have been approved to receive com-
munion by the Elders of New City Church or the leaders of your home church 
are welcome to partake. Children not receiving communion are heartily wel-
comed to go through the line with their parents to observe what is happening.  
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Prayers During Communion 
 

For those searching for truth:  
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you 

claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 

who you are. Give me the ability to follow you no matter what it might 

cost me. Give me an understanding for you that is coherent, convincing, 

and leads to the life that you promise. Amen.  

 

For those who desire to profess faith in Christ:  
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever believed, 

but through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I 

thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 

offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from 

the dead and are now representing me at the Father’s right hand in 

heaven, I turn from my sins and receive you as my savior. Amen.  

 

A prayer for those struggling against sin:  
Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs 

and desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to 

feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that 

clings so closely to me and run with perseverance the race that you have 

set before me, looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. 

Amen.  

 

A prayer for children of the Church:  
Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Chris-

tian family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help 

me to grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done 

for me on the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my 

sins and trust in you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to 

follow you as one of your disciples. Amen.  



 13 

Unto Us 
David Heller, Jennifer Heller 

Love wrapped in swaddling clothes 
Born to bind up our wounds 
All weary souls will rejoice 
When they hear the good news 
 

CHORUS 

Unto us a child is born 

Unto us a son is given 

Unto us a child is born 

And he shall be called 

Emmanuel 
 
There in a manger He lies 
Peaceful and pure 
He is the ember of hope 
Giving light to the world 

CHORUS 
 
Wonderful 
Counselor 
More perfect than we could dream 
Bringer of all good things 
Bringer of all good things 

CHORUS X2 
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DURING THIS LAST SONG, WE INVITE KIDS TO GRAB SHAKERS FROM THE 

BACK OF THE GYM AND PLAY ALONG WITH US. 

Joy to the World 
Isaac Watts / Psalm 98 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing 
 
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found 
Far as the curse is found 
Far as, far as the curse is found 
 
He rules the world 
With truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders of His love. 

 
  



 15 

Benediction 
Romans 15:13 

 

Leader 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.  
 
Go in peace. 
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