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Pre-service reflection: 
“Christ loved you before all worlds; long ere the day star flung his ray across 
the darkness, before the wing of angel had flapped the unnavigated ether, be-
fore aught of creation had struggled from the womb of nothingness, God, 
even our God, had set his heart upon all his children.  

Since that time, has he once swerved, has he once turned aside, once 
changed? No; ye who have tasted of his love and know his grace, will bear me 
witness, that he has been a certain friend in uncertain circumstances…. 

You have often left him; has he ever left you? You have had many trials 
and troubles; has he ever deserted you? Has he ever turned away his heart, 
and shut up his bowels of compassion? No, children of God, it is your solemn 
duty to say ‘No,’ and bear witness to his faithfulness. 
 

-C. H. Spurgeon  
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Call to Worship 
Psalm 145 

Leader   
 I will extol you, my God and King, 
    and bless your name forever and ever. 
 Every day I will bless you 
    and praise your name forever and ever. 

Congregation  
 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 

             and his greatness is unsearchable. 

One generation shall commend your works to another, 

             and shall declare your mighty acts. 

  On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 

             and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 

Leader  
 They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds, 
    and I will declare your greatness. 
 They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness 
    and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 

Congregation  
        The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

                slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

         The LORD is good to all, 

                and his mercy is over all that he has made. 
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O Worship the King 
by Robert Grant, Johann Michael Haydn, and Chris Tomlin 

O worship the King, all glorious above 

O gratefully sing His wonderful love 

Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days  

Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise 

 

O tell of His might, O sing of His grace 

Whose robe is the light and canopy space 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form 

And dark is His path on the wings of the storm 

 

CHORUS 

You alone are the matchless King 

To You alone be all majesty 

Your glories and wonders what tongue can recite 

We walked in the darkness, You filled us with light  

 

O measureless might, ineffable love 

While angels delight to worship above 

Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end  

Our Maker, Defender Redeemer, and Friend 

CHORUS X2 
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Jesus Everlasting King 
Isaac Watts, Matthew S. Smith 

CHORUS 

Jesus, everlasting King,  

Accept the tribute which we bring;  

Accept the well deserved renown,  

And wear our praises as Your crown 
 
O send Your Spirit to impart  
Rest and repentance to our hearts,  
Like the dear hour when from above  
We first received Your pledge of love. 

CHORUS 
 
The gladness of redemption’s day,  
Our hearts would wish it long to stay,  
Nor let our faith forsake its hold,  
Nor comforts sink, or love grow cold 

CHORUS 
 
May every time of worship see  
Your grace revealed more rich and free,  
Till we are raised to sing Your name  
At the great supper of the Lamb 

CHORUS 
 
O that the months would roll away  
And bring the coronation day;  
The King of Grace shall fill the throne  
With all His Father’s glories on 

CHORUS X2 
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Jesus Strong and Kind 
Rich Thompson, Jonny Robinson, Michael Farren, Colin Buchanan 

Jesus said that if I thirst 

I should come to him 

No one else can satisfy 

I should come to him 

 

Jesus said if I am weak 

I should come to him 

No one else can be my strength 

I should come to him 

 

CHORUS 

For the Lord is good and faithful 

He will keep us day and night 

We can always run to Jesus 

Jesus, strong and kind 

 

Jesus said that if I fear 

I should come to him 

No one else can be my shield 

I should come to him 

CHORUS 

 

Jesus said if I am lost 

He will come to me 

And he showed me on that cross 

He will come to me 

CHORUS 
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Confession of Sin 
Leader 
Let us confess our sin together. 

Congregation 

Father, sin is our disease, our monster, our enemy, born in 

our birth, alive in our life, present in our character, cor-

rupting our abilities, following us as a shadow, intermin-

gling with our every thought, our chain that holds us cap-

tive. And yet we embrace sin still. 

But you have shown us tender compassion, and your heart 

moves quickly to our rescue. Your love endured our curse, 

your mercy bore our justice. Please humble and restore us 

again because Jesus has won your favor for us. Amen. 

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US ON YOUR KNEES, OR BOWING  

IN YOUR SEAT, FOR PRIVATE CONFESSION OF SIN. 
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Declaration of Pardon 
Hebrews 10:19–22 

Leader 
“Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy 
places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he 
opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and 
since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw 
near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts 
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed 
with pure water.” 
 
In Christ, you are forgiven, free, and restored! 

Congregation 

In Christ we are forgiven, free, and restored! 
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He Will Hold Me Fast 
Keith & Kristyn Getty 

When I fear my faith will fail 
Christ will hold me fast 
When the tempter would prevail 
He will hold me fast 
I could never keep my hold 
Through life's fearful path 
For my love is often cold 
He must hold me fast 
 

CHORUS 

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast 

For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast 

 
Those He saves are His delight 
Christ will hold me fast 
Precious in His holy sight 
He will hold me fast 
He'll not let my soul be lost 
His promises shall last 
Bought by Him at such a cost 
He will hold me fast 

CHORUS 
 
For my life He bled and died 
Christ will hold me fast 
Justice has been satisfied 
He will hold me fast 
Raised with Him to endless life 
He will hold me fast 
Till our faith is turned to sight 
When he comes at last 

CHORUS X2 
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Confession of Faith 
EACH WEEK WE CONFESS TRUTH SHARED BY CHRISTIANS AROUND THE 

WORLD AND THROUGHOUT HISTORY. WE ARE CURRENTLY WORKING FROM 

THE HEIDELBERG CATECHISM, ORIGINALLY WRITTEN IN 1562.  

Leader  
(Question 3) How do you come to know your miserable condition?   

Congregation  
The law of God tells me.   

  
Leader  

(Question 4) What does God's law require of us?  

Congregation  
Christ teaches us this in summary in Matthew 22: "'You 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 

all your soul, and with all your minds [and with all your 

strength].' This is the greatest and first commandment. 

And a second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.' On these two commandments hang all the law 

and the prophets." 

 

   Prayer 
 



Abide So Your Love Will Be Great 
November 7, 2021  | John 15:12–17  | Pastor Taylor Bradbury  

 

Jesus calls us to abide in him so  
our love will be expansive 

 

John 15 
1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in 
me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does 
bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are 
clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides 
in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the 
vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is 
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If 
anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, 
that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 9 As the 
Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you 
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things 
I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may 
be full. 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay 
down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the 
servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made 
known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit 
should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he 
may give it to you. 17 These things I command you, so that you will 
love one another. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 
John 13:34–35 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: 
just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
 
 
 
Romans 5:6–11  “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died 
for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— but God shows his 
love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, 
therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be 
saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are 
reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. More than that, we also rejoice in 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 11 

Sermon & Communion 
 
During Communion today we ask you to go to a nearby table and receive the 
bread and (red) wine or (white) grape juice. You do not have to hurry through 
the line. Bring the bread and wine back to your seat and we will all partake to-
gether. We are intentionally using slightly larger samples of bread and wine 
than are normal in most Protestant churches. This is an attempt to slow down 
the process a bit and savor the taste while reflecting on the meaning.   
 
Should you take Communion?  
This is a “means of grace”— a method of encouragement and spiritual nourish-
ment from God for those who entrust themselves to Jesus Christ and have re-
ceived the sign of baptism. This is not for perfect people, it’s for broken people 
who are honest about their sin and trust in the mercy of Jesus. However, if you 
are harboring secret or unrepented sin or are in unaddressed conflict with an-
other Christian, we ask that you first repent or go and be reconciled before 
coming to the table.   
  
New City is happy to be a community where people are in process with what 
they believe and honestly struggle with sin and reconciliation. For this reason, 
it is not uncommon for folk to refrain from taking communion.   
 
If not participating in Communion today, we encourage you to pray through 
one of the prayers on the next page.  
  
Children  
Children who profess faith in Christ and have been approved to receive com-
munion by the Elders of New City Church or the leaders of your home church 
are welcome to partake. Children not receiving communion are heartily wel-
comed to go through the line with their parents to observe what is happening.  
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Prayers During Communion 
 

For those searching for truth:  
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you 

claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 

who you are. Give me the ability to follow you no matter what it might 

cost me. Give me an understanding for you that is coherent, convincing, 

and leads to the life that you promise. Amen.  

 

For those who desire to profess faith in Christ:  
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever believed, 

but through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I 

thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 

offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from 

the dead and are now representing me at the Father’s right hand in 

heaven, I turn from my sins and receive you as my savior. Amen.  

 

A prayer for those struggling against sin:  
Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs 

and desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to 

feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that 

clings so closely to me and run with perseverance the race that you have 

set before me, looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. 

Amen.  

 

A prayer for children of the Church:  
Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Chris-

tian family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help 

me to grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done 

for me on the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my 

sins and trust in you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to 

follow you as one of your disciples. Amen.  
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The Church’s One Foundation 
words: Samuel Stone, music: Brian Moss 

The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord 

She is His new creation, by water and the Word 

From heaven He came and sought her  to be His holy bride 

With His own blood He bought her, and for her life He died.  

 

Elect from every nation, yet one over all the earth 

Her charter of salvation - One Lord, one faith, one birth 

One holy Name she blesses, partakes one holy food 

And to one hope she presses, with every grace endued 

 

Though with a scornful wonder, we see her sore oppressed 

By schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed 

Yet saints their watch are keeping, their cry goes up, "How long?” 

And soon the night of weeping, shall be the morn of song 

 

Yet she on earth hath union, with God the Three in One 

And mystic sweet communion, with those whose rest is won 

O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we 

Like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with Thee 
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Savior 
Matthew Fallentine and Ross Parsley  

I have seen with my own eyes, Your faithfulness, O God 

So I refuse to believe the lies that war against my soul 

You rescued me from all my fears 

And loosed the chains of wasted years 

 

CHORUS 

You’re my Savior, Restorer, 

Rebuilder, Rewarder, 

My Refuge, Redeemer,  

Defender, My Healer, 

Savior 

 

Now my heart is overwhelmed by all sufficient grace 

For I have seen my weaknesses become Your perfect strength 

You rescued me from all my fears 

And loosed the chains of wasted years 

CHORUS 

 

Behold the One 

Who holds me in His hands 

The God who comes 

And turns my mourning 

Into dance 

CHORUS X2 
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Benediction 
2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

Leader 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the  
        fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
Go in peace. 
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ACTIVE DEACONS &  DEACONESSES (“DIACONATE”) 
Tom Abbett, Katie Blodgett, Megan Flahive, Dave Ostendorf,                       
Rich Scott (Chairman), Emily Taylor, Paul Taylor, Rebekah Torzewski, Chris 
Vincent, Teresa Wedges 
 
ACTIVE ELDERS (THE “SESSION”) 
Michael Erler, Ben Flack, Daryl Kapp, John McAllen, Mark Moss, Joe Sugimura, 
Dustin Sutherland, Caleb Winter (Clerk) 
 
STAFF 
Taylor Bradbury — Associate Pastor 
Ben Flack — Director of Liturgy 
Rebekah Torzewski — Church Administrator 
Roger Williams — Senior Pastor 
Erin Winders – Director of Nursery Ministries 
Emily Winter — Director of Children’s Ministries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONTACT 
P.O. Box 19171 
Indianapolis, IN 46219 
 
 
admin@newcityindy.org 
newcityindy.org 
facebook.com/newcityindy 


