Philippians 2:1-13

> So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love,
any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, > complete
my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. ? Do nothing from selfish ambition

or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than
yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but
also to the interests of others. ’ Have this mind among yourselves,
which is yours in Christ Jesus, ° who, though he was in the form of
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be

grasped, ’but emptied himself, by taking the form of

a servant, being born in the likeness of men. ® And being found in
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross. * Therefore God has highly
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every
name, " so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, " and every tongue confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

" Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only
as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling, ® for it is God who works in you,
both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

1 Peter 2:21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for
you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.
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I. The Preexistence of Christ (vss. 5-6)

Colossians 1:15-20 “ He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation. *® For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all
things were created through him and for him. * And he is before all things,
and in him all things hold together. ® And he is the head of the body, the
church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything
he might be preeminent. * For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to
dwell, > and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth
or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

Il. The Humiliation of Christ (vss. 7-8)

Hebrews 1:3-4 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint
of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After
making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on
high, +having become as much superior to angels as the name he has
inherited is more excellent than theirs.

11l. The Exaltation of Christ (vss. 9-11)

John 17:1-5 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to
heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son
may glorify you, *since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give
eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have

sent. 4] glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave
me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the

glory that I had with you before the world existed.
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