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Joy in Christ by found by rejecting achieved righteousness
and embracing received righteousness.

Philippians 3
'Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things
to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you.

*Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who
mutilate the flesh. 3For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of
God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh— 4though I
myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he
has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the
eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ®as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as
to righteousness under the law, blameless.

7But whatever gain | had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.

81ndeed, 1 count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth

of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake 1 have suffered the loss of all
things and count them as rubbish, in order that 1 may gain Christ and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the
law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from
God that depends on faith— ™ that 1 may know him and the power of his
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his

death, "that by any means possible 1 may attain the resurrection from the
dead.

2Not that | have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.

Righteousness: (From OT) tsedeq = whole, complete, right, true, just, justified. In
Hebrew literature when referring to people, often a sense of a covering or robe.
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2 Corinthians g

“From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though
we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no

longer. ” Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has
passed away; behold, the new has come. ® All this is from God, who through
Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; * that
is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of

reconciliation. *° Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his
appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to

God. #*For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God.

Cast your deadly “doing” down—

Down at Jesus’ feet;

Stand in Him, in Him alone,

Gloriously complete. -James Proctor (“It is Finished”)

Like the earth does not create rain, nor able by its own strength, labor, and travail
to obtain rain, but receives it as the mere gift of God from above: so this heavenly
righteousness is given us by God without our works or merit. As much therefore as
the earth of itself is able to do in getting and procuring to itself seasonable
showers of rain to make it fruitful, even so much are we able to do by our strength
and works in winning this heavenly and eternal righteousness; and therefore we
shall never be able to attain to it unless God Himself by mere imputation and by
His unspeakable gift bestows it upon us.

- Martin Luther, Commentary on Galatians (Introduction)
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