
1 Peter 
1:1Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ: 
To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, 
and Bithynia, 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the 
sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his 
blood... 
 
 
... 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are 
God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the 
flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 
honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation... 
 
 
...  3: 13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14 But even if 
you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of 
them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always 
being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope 
that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so 
that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be 
put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, 
than for doing evil. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

One image Scripture uses to interpret our current place in the world is that of 
“exile.” Since Genesis 3 and mankind’s treasonous rebellion against God, the 
entire world is in exile and separated from their created home—the presence 
of God. In the midst of this exile, Christians find themselves having begun their 
journey home in Jesus. United to Christ, Christians are presently secure in the 
world that is to come even as they live in the world that “is passing away.” In 
Jesus, we are at home in exile.   

In this overlapping reality of being “in the world” and “in Christ,” we experience 
pressures to both isolation from the world and assimilation to the world. 
However, Jesus calls to a faithful presence in the world. He empowers us to live 
as his distinct people in the midst of a world that desperately needs to find 
their true home in him. Further, he marks us out as a people who intentionally 
live under him as the reigning King in the middle of a world drunk on the power 
of empire and autonomy. All this requires careful clarity and courageous 
devotion – both of which God furnishes to his people.  

The book of Daniel is historic “exilic” literature that captures these dynamics 
well and displays God’s nourishing power and wise ways for his people in exile. 



A Faithful Presence 
January 7, 2024  |  Daniel 1  |  Pastor Roger Williams 

 
John 17  13 But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that 
they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them your word, and the 
world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the 
world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them 
from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify 
them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent 
them into the world. 19 And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be 
sanctified in truth. 20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in 
me through their word... 
 
 

In exile, God nourishes his people  
through distinct identity that forms a clear calling. 

 
 

Daniel 1 
1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king 

of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king 

of Judah into his hand, with some of the vessels of the house of God. And he 

brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and placed the 

vessels in the treasury of his god. 3 Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, his chief 

eunuch, to bring some of the people of Israel, both of the royal family and of the 

nobility, 4 youths without blemish, of good appearance and skillful in all wisdom, 

endowed with knowledge, understanding learning, and competent to stand in 

the king's palace, and to teach them the literature and language of 

the Chaldeans. 5 The king assigned them a daily portion of the food that the king 

ate, and of the wine that he drank. They were to be educated for three years, and 

at the end of that time they were to stand before the king. 6 Among these 

were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of the tribe of Judah. 7 And the chief 

of the eunuchs gave them names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he 

called Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego. 

Exile is under the sovereign control of God, as a distinct covenant people.  
(faithfulness instead of desperation) 

 

 

 

8 But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the king's food, or 

with the wine that he drank. Therefore he asked the chief of the eunuchs to allow 

him not to defile himself. 9 And God gave Daniel favor and compassion in the 

sight of the chief of the eunuchs, 10 and the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I 

fear my lord the king, who assigned your food and your drink; for why should he 

see that you were in worse condition than the youths who are of your own age? 

So you would endanger my head with the king.” 11 Then Daniel said to the 

steward whom the chief of the eunuchs had assigned over Daniel, Hananiah, 

Mishael, and Azariah, 12 “Test your servants for ten days; let us be given vegetables 

to eat and water to drink. 13 Then let our appearance and the appearance of the 

youths who eat the king's food be observed by you, and deal with your servants 

according to what you see.” 14 So he listened to them in this matter, and tested 

them for ten days. 15 At the end of ten days it was seen that they were better in 

appearance and fatter in flesh than all the youths who ate the king's food. 16 So 

the steward took away their food and the wine they were to drink, and gave 

them vegetables. 

Exile requires a resolute “NO” as a distinct covenant people. 
(faithfulness instead of assimilation) 

 

17 As for these four youths, God gave them learning and skill in all literature and 

wisdom, and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. 18 At the end 

of the time, when the king had commanded that they should be brought in, the 

chief of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 19 And the king 

spoke with them, and among all of them none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, 

Mishael, and Azariah. Therefore they stood before the king. 20 And in every matter 

of wisdom and understanding about which the king inquired of them, he found 

them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters that were in all his 

kingdom. 21 And Daniel was there until the first year of King Cyrus. 

Exile means an engaging “YES” as a distinct covenant people. 
(faithfulness instead of isolation)  


