(3. Where is gentleness worked out?)

in the world evangelistically & correctively

1 Peter 3 4But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be
blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor
Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with
gentleness and respect, " having a good conscience, so that, when you are
slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to
shame.

2 Timothy 2 2 And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to
everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, * correcting his
opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them

repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, > and they may come to
their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by
him to do his will.

everywhere else!

Titus 3 *Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be
obedient, to be ready for every good work, >to speak evil of no one, to avoid
quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all

people. 3For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves
to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated
by others and hating one another. 4 But when the goodness and loving
kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not because of works
done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing
of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, *whom he poured out on us
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace
we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
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THE FRUITFUL LIFE

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5:22-23

What does real growth and change look like? The Bible describes an organic process in
which the quality of Jesus’ own life is cultivated, by his Spirit, in the lives of his followers.
This quality of life is not a list of virtues that we accomplish but “fruit” produced in us by
the Holy Spirit as we actively delight in and rest in Jesus. While this fruit has many
dimensions, each dimension grows in relationship to the others to increasingly form us
as a whole person.

This “fruit” is the type of life we were originally designed to live but is now produced
against the backdrop of a world marred by sin. As this fruit develops, it blesses those
around us and creates a community that is a glimpse of the world to come—a
community filled with individuals who are both unique in themselves and being
conformed to the image of Jesus.

Join us this Fall as we explore how this life of Jesus is cultivated in the life of his people
and how this may lead you to a more Christlike version of yourself.



Matthew 11

20Then he [Jesus] began to denounce the cities where most of his mighty works had
been done, because they did not repent. > “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you,
Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they
would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 2 But 1 tell you, it will be more
bearable on the day of judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 2 And

you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You will be brought down to Hades.
For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained
until this day. 2 But I tell you that it will be more tolerable on the day of judgment for
the land of Sodom than for you.”

3 At that time Jesus declared, “1 thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you
have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little
children; *®yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed
over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one

knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and 1 will give you

rest. 2 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for 1 am gentle and
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 3° For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light.”

“Gentleness is sensitivity of disposition and kindness of behavior, founded on
strength and prompted by love.”

- Baker Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology

Matthew 5
1Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples
came to him.

2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
+“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
s“Blessed are the meek ( “gentle”), for they shall inherit the earth.

¢“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be
satisfied.

7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

1o “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

The Strength of Gentleness
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Gentleness is cultivated in us by the Spirit
as we experience the gentleness of Jesus.

1. What is gentleness?

the heart of Jesus | shared with us | shared by us

2. How is gentleness learned?
coming | taking | pursuing

1 Timothy " But as for you, O man of God...pursue righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. ™ Fight the good fight of the faith. Take
hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the
good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

3. Where is gentleness worked out?
in closest relationships

1 Peter 33 Do not let your adorning be merely external—the braiding of hair
and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— #but let your

adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of
a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious.

in the family of God correctively & constructively

Galatians 6 'Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are
spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on
yourself, lest you too be tempted. > Bear one another's burdens, and so
fulfill the law of Christ.

Colossians 3 > Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and

beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and

patience, Bbearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against
another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must
forgive.
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