
Want to learn more? Here are few suggested resources: 
 
 

Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, by Nancy Guthrie 
(2022). 

This is a popular level book exploring the main themes of the book of 
Revelation and taking special care to explore how these themes encourage 
our life.  
 

Revelation: A Shorter Commentary, by G.K. (Greg) Beale (2015).   
This “shorter” commentary is still 500+ pages but he writes in a way that is 
accessible to serious Bible students. If you are looking for a verse-by-verse 
approach, this is what you want. It is a bit pricey but worth it! If you are super 
ambitious, you could get his longer commentary which clocks in at 1309 
pages! Anything from Greg Beale is worthwhile. 
 

The Triumph of the Lamb, by Dennis Johnson (2001).  
This is less verse-by-verse and more section-by-section. It is scholarly, but 
very readable. Johnson is a scholar/pastor and writes with the churchgoer in 
mind. 
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Revelation is the last book of the Bible and is often treated as “mysterious” and 
“futuristic.” However, we contend that it only seems mysterious because it is full of 
images rooted in the Old Testament and first century Roman culture—from which we 
are far removed. A patient and careful reading yields an understanding that is neither 
bizarre nor exclusively future. Rather, we find the book of Revelation to be presently 
encouraging and empowering for the people of God. This is because it reveals heaven’s 
view of events that transpire on earth throughout history—including our history and the 
history of its original audience. 

 



Revelation 20 
1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key 
to the bottomless pit and a great chain. 2 And he seized the dragon, that 
ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand 
years, 3 and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so 
that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years 
were ended. After that he must be released for a little while. 

4 Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority 
to judge was committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been 
beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who 
had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on 
their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for 
a thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the 
thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is 
the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has 
no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign 
with him for a thousand years. 

7 And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his 
prison 8 and will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners 
of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like 
the sand of the sea. 9 And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth 
and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came 
down from heaven and consumed them, 10 and the devil who had deceived 
them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false 
prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his 
presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I 
saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were 
opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the 
dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they 
had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades 
gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of 
them, according to what they had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were 
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if 
anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into 
the lake of fire. 

Assured and Fearless 
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Because Christ’s finished work has bound Satan and secured 
our future, Christians can live with assurance and fearlessness. 
 
 
1. The Millennium Question (1–6) 

a. A Detained Dragon (1–3) 

Luke 10:17–18 – The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even 
the demons are subject to us in your name!” And he said to them, “I saw 
Satan fall like lightning from heaven.”  
 
John 12:30–32 – Jesus answered, “Now is the judgment of this world; now 
will the ruler of this world be cast out. And I, when I am lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 
 
Colossians 2:13–15 – God made alive together with him, having forgiven 
us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us 
with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He 
disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by 
triumphing over them in him.”   
 

b. Triumphant Saints (4–6)  

Philippians 1:21–24 – For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am 
to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall 
choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to 
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the 
flesh is more necessary on your account.” 

 
 
 
2. The Final Battle (7–10)  
 

 
 
3. The Great White Throne (11–15) 
 

Hebrews 9:27 – [I]t is appointed for man to die once, and after that 
comes judgment.  


