
Want to learn more? Here are few suggested resources: 
 
 

Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, by Nancy Guthrie 
(2022). 

This is a popular level book exploring the main themes of the book of 
Revelation and taking special care to explore how these themes encourage 
our life.  
 

Revelation: A Shorter Commentary, by G.K. (Greg) Beale (2015).   
If you are looking for a verse-by-verse approach, this is what you want. It is a 
bit pricey but worth it! Beale is thorough and accessible.  
 

The Triumph of the Lamb, by Dennis Johnson (2001).  
This is less verse-by-verse and more section-by-section. It is scholarly, but 
very readable. Johnson is a scholar/pastor and writes with the churchgoer in 
mind. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Structure of Seals in Revelation 6:1-8:1 
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Revelation is the last book of the Bible and is often treated as “mysterious” and 
“futuristic.” However, we contend that it only seems mysterious because it is full of 
images rooted in the Old Testament and first century Roman culture—from which we 
are far removed. A patient and careful reading yields an understanding that is neither 
bizarre nor exclusively future. Rather, we find the book of Revelation to be presently 
encouraging and empowering for the people of God. This is because it reveals heaven’s 
view of events that transpire on earth throughout history—including our history and the 
history of its original audience. 

 • conqueringSeal 1: white horse

• slay one anotherSeal 2: red horse

• famine / scarcitySeal 3: black horse

• plague, beasts, etcSeal 4: pale horse

• martyrs for the word of GodSeal 5: martyrs

Seal 6 
final 

judgement 

Seal 7 
silence 

 

Dynamics happening throughout history 
with many manifestations 

God’s  
response 

Heaven’s 
response 
response 
response 



Destruction & Deliverance (7 Seals) 
December 18, 2022  |   Revelation 6:1 – 8:1  | Pastor Roger Williams 

God delivers his people in and through destruction. 

Revelation 6 1 Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I 
heard one of the four living creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” 2 And I 
looked, and behold, a white horse! And its rider had a bow, and a crown was given to 
him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer. 

3 When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, 
“Come!” 4 And out came another horse, bright red. Its rider was permitted to take 
peace from the earth, so that people should slay one another, and he was given a great 
sword. 

5 When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” And I 
looked, and behold, a black horse! And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I 
heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living creatures, saying, “A 
quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not 
harm the oil and wine!” 

7 When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, 
“Come!” 8 And I looked, and behold, a pale horse! And its rider's name was Death, and 
Hades followed him. And they were given authority over a fourth of the earth, to 
kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth. 

9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been 
slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. 10 They cried out with a 
loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge 
and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 11 Then they were each 
given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow 
servants and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they 
themselves had been. 

12 When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, 
and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, 13 and the 
stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a 
gale. 14 The sky vanished like a scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and 
island was removed from its place. 15 Then the kings of the earth and the great ones 
and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid 
themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, 16 calling to the 
mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, 17 for the great day of their wrath has 
come, and who can stand?” 

Destruction in this world is governed, ongoing, and limited 

Revelation 7 1 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding 
back the four winds of the earth, that no wind might blow on earth or sea or against 
any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal 
of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been 
given power to harm earth and sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the 
trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” 4 And I heard 
the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel: 

5 12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, 12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 
12,000 from the tribe of Gad, 6 12,000 from the tribe of Asher, 12,000 from the 
tribe of Naphtali, 12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh, 7 12,000 from the tribe of 
Simeon, 12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 12,000 from the tribe of Issachar, 8 12,000 
from the tribe of Zebulun, 12,000 from the tribe of Joseph, 12,000 from the tribe 
of Benjamin were sealed. 

9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and 
crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around 
the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne 
and worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and 
thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! 
Amen.” 

13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white 
robes, and from where have they come?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said 
to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

15 “Therefore they are before the throne of God, 
    and serve him day and night in his temple; 
    and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; 
    the sun shall not strike them, 
    nor any scorching heat. 
17 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 
    and he will guide them to springs of living water, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

Deliverance is personal, intentional, and multi-ethnic  

 
Revelation 8 1When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for 
about half an hour. 2 Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven 
trumpets were given to them… 

This is as weighty as it feels 


