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Core Issues – Those things central to the Kingdom of 
God.  We spend most (if not all) of our teaching and 
preaching here.  These are to be embraced by those who 
would be members of this community (though a person 
not believing these will still be embraced by the New 
City Church Community!). 
 

Commitments– Things distinctive of a particular 
tradition, (in this case – the PCA) that may be different 
than other traditions.  A person does not have to believe 
this to be a member of New City.  However, they are 
not changing so please do not try to change them or 
“evangelize” people away from these positions.  These 
are taught only if they come up in Scripture, and then, 
only in light of the central Kingdom issues. 
 

Convictions – matters of conscience and conviction 
for individual Christians.  We never preach/teach on 
these things from the position of our convictions.  For 
the sake of unity, please do not attempt to ‘evangelize’ 
others to your personal convictions. 

Stop! 
If you have a theological “agenda” or a theological ax to 
grind,  New City may not be the best place for you! 
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Philippians 1:27-2:11 
1:27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 

whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are 

standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of 

the gospel, 28 and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a 

clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from 

God. 29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should 

not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30 engaged in the same 

conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 
2:1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by 

being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of 

one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 

count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only 

to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.  

 
5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 
8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
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Completed Joy through Unity 
December 8, 2019   | Philippians 2:2  |   Pastor Roger Williams 

 

We are called to live in and work out  
the unity Jesus has accomplished for us. 

 

 
United in mind 
Being of the same mind 

Philippians 2 12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already 
perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has 
made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my 
own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are mature 
think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal 
that also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to what we have attained. -
Philippians 3 

 

United in Love 
Having the same love 

Romans 12 9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is 
good. 10 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another 
in showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve 
the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in 
prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show 
hospitality. 

 

United in Purpose 
Being in full accord and of one mind 

Ephesians 1 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 
8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known 
to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set 
forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in 
him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

 

(not this) 

(this) 


